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Synopsis

After observing the strains of intense partisanship and divided government, many Americans are
wondering what logic, if any, can be found in politics. The new Sixth Edition of The Logic of
American Politics reaffirms this best-seller’s place as the most accessible "smart" book on the
market. Consistently praised for its engaging narrative, the book hooks students with great
storytelling while arming them with a "toolkit" of institutional design concepts-command, veto,

agenda control, voting rules, delegation.
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Customer Reviews

"The Logic of American Politics has a clear analytical focus, smart and thoughtful chapters that
cover what | like in an intro. text, and a writing style that is engaging and accessible to students." --
Charles R. Shipan "Most other textbooks for the introductory American politics course leave out
either the politics or the science. The Logic of American Politics is unique in providing a thorough,
current introduction to the system while also giving students a way to think critically and
systematically about it. Despite the fact that it is new and abstract at the outset, students seize on
the book’s collective action and institutional design framework and use it in class. This is an
indication to me that the book pays off for them." -- Scott Meinke "[The Logic of American Politics] is

simply the best American government text out there. Its clear focus on collective action theory is



appealing and understandable, and the text is readable and engaging." -- Suzanne R. Robbins
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Congressional Elections, 2nd edition. Gary C. Jacobson is distinguished professor of political
science at the University of California, San Diego, where he has taught since 1979. He previously
taught at Trinity College, the University of California at Riverside, Yale University, and Stanford
University. Jacobson specializes in the study of U.S. elections, parties, interest groups, and
Congress. He is the author of Money in Congressional Elections: The Politics of Congressional
Elections, Eighth Edition, The Electoral Origins of Dividend Government: Competition in the U.S.
House Elections, 1946 - 1988, and A Divider, Not a Uniter: George W. Bush and the American
People, Second Edition, and is coauthor with Samuel Kernell of Strategy and Choice in
Congressional Elections, Second Edition. Jacobson is also a Fellow of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences. Thad Kousser is associate professor of political science at the University of
California, San Diego (UCSD) and director of the California Constitutional Reform Project at
Stanford University’s The Bill Lane Center for the American West. He has served as a legislative
aide in the California, New Mexico, and United States Senates. He is the author of Term Limits and
the Dismantling of State Legislative Professionalism, which won the APSA Legislative Studies
Section’s Alan Rosenthal Prize, and the co-editor of The New Political Geography of California,
Tenth Edition. He has been awarded the UCSD Academic Senate’s Distinguished Teaching Award,
and serves as co-editor of the State Politics and Policy Quarterly journal. Lynn Vavreck is associate
professor of political science at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), where she has
taught since 2001. She previously taught at Dartmouth College and held a research position at
Princeton University. Before returning to the academy, Vavreck worked in the White House and on
presidential campaigns. Her research focuses mainly on the effects of campaign messaging and
specifically on the impact of political advertising. She is the author of The Message Matters: The
Economy and Presidential Campaigns and co-author of Campaign Reform: Insights and Evidence
and The Gamble: Choice and Chance in the 2012 Election. Her political commentary can be read in
The New York Times and on broadcast outlets like MSNBC, CNN, and NPR. She serves on



advisory boards for the American National Election Study and the British Election Study and has
twice consulted for venture-funded start-ups interested in improving the measurement of advertising
and public attitudes through innovations in technology.

Though of course required reading, it was surprisingly breezy--even as it managed to hit a lot of
topics. The authors were very good at consolidating big systems and procedures into formats that
our Y generation is used to digesting (e.g., infographics).If a prof. is reading this for feedback, I'd

say definitely keep it on the list.

| bought this book for my political science class. The quality was very good and it sure beat the price

my schools book store was selling it for. The book came on time.

Really awesome textbook loaded with relevant and interesting information.

Came in great condition!

Good condition!

Very good

It was in good conditions. It worked out pretty good to complete my course!

Very good even if it was used
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